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   Students’ portrayal for God’s affirmation: “You are the light of the  world…” 
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Youth in rapt attention as Krista explains the importance of reading God’s Word 
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Pro-Choice Statement: "Many poor women cannot afford to have another child." 
  
Possible Pro-Life Responce: This line of reasoning is clearly problematic when we compare the treatment of a 
child who has been born to that of a child not yet born. The zygote/embryo/fetus is an individual, living, human 
being. Abortion ends that child's life. We must ask ourselves then, would it be acceptable for a poor mother or 
father to take the life of their 2 month old child because they lost their job and could no longer afford to take care 
of that child? Of course not. Therfore, as there is no morally relevant difference between a child living inside their 
mother's womb and those children who have been born, it becomes apparent why one cannot justify abortion on 
these grounds.  
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When we read Saint Paul’s “ode to love” which we read in the first Letter of Paul to the Corinthians Chapter 13,  
it becomes obvious that Paul was deeply wounded by love and that love entirely changed his life. His was truly  
a genuine “Jesus experience”. 
 

The love which the Apostle Paul refers to in first Corinthians, is Agape love which is a Greek word for the  
love which God shows to us. God’s love does not have a self-serving agenda. God’s love is an active love, 
 it is unconditional, sacrificial and for the good of others. 
 

When we try to imitate Agape love in our lives, then love becomes a lifestyle rooted in a conscious commitment 
to Christ and to the community of believers. Love becomes a way of living. It becomes a conscious decision  
which leads to action. 
 

The word “love” is also used to indicate the total gift between a husband and a wife in marriage. Unfortunately, passionate love is 
far too often cheapened and diminished by a one-night stand. Of course, this is not love at all. Lust and passion are at best 
counterfeit loves which exploit the other person as well as oneself. 
 

Young people sometimes ask me “why casual sex outside of marriage is wrong?” They claim that if they are both consenting and 
using protection, then who are they harming? The answer to this question is two-fold. First, as followers of Christ we are in 
covenant with him. That is, when we accept Jesus as our Savior and make Him Lord over every area of our lives, then even our 
sex lives belong to Him. Jesus is, from that time forward, #1 in our lives. This relationship then, supersedes all other relationships. 
Remember when the lawyer came to Jesus and asked what he had to do in order to inherit eternal life. Jesus replied by telling him 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and being.” So, our relationship with God has priority. When we enter 
into a love relationship with someone, then we live exclusively for that person. 
 

The second reason why sex outside of marriage is wrong, is because our bodies are “temples of the Holy Spirit.” Saint Paul writes 
in 1 Cor 6:19 “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit…you are not your own. You have been bought with a 
price.” That price, was the precious blood of Jesus, shed for each one of us. This absolute premise forces us to look at others as 
well as ourselves with different eyes. The other person is never an object; he/she is sacred. We need to frequently remind 
ourselves of this timeless truth. 
 

If we sincerely love someone then we make up our minds, both alone and together that we will not violate our covenant of love with 
God who loves us absolutely for Jn. 15:13 tells us “No greater love has anyone than to lay down one’s life for a friend.” We need to 
make this decision when we are rational and clear-minded. The time to ask ‘should we or shouldn’t we” is not after the “heat gets 
turned-up”. It may then be too late. We also should not put too much trust in ourselves and our resistance to temptation. The most 
strong-willed are often those who are the first to fall from grace. So, I tell young people to avoid being alone and to seek the 
company of others. Their presence could be our safety in a moment of weakness. 
 

How do we resist counterfeit loves? We insulate ourselves against the counterfeit loves through prayer and intelligent, pre-
meditated decisions. The Apostle Paul’s ‘ode to love’ concludes with the assurance that love endures forever. Faith and hope will 
become the language which we shall use to commune with God for all eternity. Let us love God and one another realistically rather 
than romantically and practically rather than abstractly. 
 


