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I got a chance to read a very inspiring article by Patti Mansfield, on Jesus Youth website .Probably some of you might have already read that.  A sentence has stricken me in particular - "if a grace comes to me that grace must pass through me”. She portrays Mother Mary as a channel of the Lord's grace. She also wrote -"if we are like Mary, channels of His grace - then the Lord can keep pouring out charismatic gifts upon us. St. John Vianney, one of the great charismatic figures and the patron saint of all priests, used to say, “God puts great gifts in my empty hands…”

          
Are we really channels of the Lord? How wide? Let us pray so that our Lord will give us strength to share His grace through our empty hands. People might think, “How am I going to receive the Lord’s grace, I, who am a sinner?” The answer is, none of us are perfect and the Lord doesn’t interview each one of us to know if we are capable of  sharing His immense love. All he needs is a ‘yes’ from us. Just like Mother Teresa of Calcutta said that we are all an 
instrument in His arms. No matter what condition we are in, a simple prayer like “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace” ( Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi), can work miracles.
         In fact, all of us have the responsibility to go and bear fruit. This is not what I say, but the Bible’s. “You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the fruit that endures”(John 15:16). Now what is stopping us? If it is the fear 

that we are going to be lonely and tested in our endeavors as the Lord’s disciple, there are a multitude of reassurances and promises that are scattered in the Holy Bible which  uplifts the weak of spirit. Two of them are, “God keeps His promise, and he will not allow you to be tested beyond your power to remain firm; at the time you are  put to the  test, He will give you the strength to endure it, and so provide you with a way out.”(1 Cor 10:13); “Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for I, the Lord of your God, am with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)


PRAYER: 

  

Oh Lord, our heavenly father, help us to become wider channels of your grace and mercy. Broaden the diameter of our channel so that your grace can flow abundantly through us. At some point in our life we have become selfish by not sharing your unconditional love. Forgive us Lord and make us your instruments to grow the fruits of your holy words. Many people desperately need your love and grace. So, use me as a channel, Father. Build me into a wider channel. Let me pass it on to the needy so that they will know how sweet your loving compassion is.










With love and prayers in Jesus, 










Deepthy Jacob

