
 

 

����

YOUTHLEADER EXPERIENCE 
August 2009 
�����������	

	��	
����
������������
 
�������
�
����	��������	��
�����������	�������
����
����
�����

��������	���
���	��	�������������	�	���
�����	��� ���� 	�	����!����"	�#����
���������
����
��

������������
����
����
$��%����	
�������	��	�
���

������ 	�� �������&	�	� � �#��'	��	���(�
�	���������	�	� 	�
�	���	��������
����)*���
���� �������	��� ���� 	�	� "���� �"��	�������	�	+	������
	�������
��
�����������	��������������
	��	����"�%����,	�
����� ��	����	
�����%	

���� ���
�� ����������
"
��������-�

���	�"���� �
���	��������� ���
�����
 ��	�"
�����������������	���
��� ����""
��
%������	����+	�
	���	�������	�"���������������	����  ���
���
����
����
����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ������������ �����������	���
���	��	��%		-���
� � � � � � � � ����������"�������	
	���	��%	�	������	���
� � � � � � � � � �
������� ����������������
�
��
� � � � � � � � � �	
���
�
���./ �� ��0
��"��������
� � � � � � � � � 1���	��2����� ����+	���	��
	�����
� � � � � � � � � ��%�������� ���	��������%��
	�
� � � � � � � � � �������
���
� �
������"	�����
� � � � � � � � � 2���3	���4���
	���	�����	�������
� � � � � � � � � %�����
	��	���������� ����	����
� � � � � � � � � �
�
5�	���"��	������+	���	����
""���������	���"�	�	� 	� �
�������	� 	�	������5�	���
���"�	"��	����
 ���		�"��������	����	�.6786������������+������"��� �����	������9������	�������	� 	
	�����������
5�	���
���	��	��	:"	��	� 	�%�����	������ �	��	����" �����+	���"� �������	���
���������	���
����
�	���5�	�� �����
	����9�
��	��%����
�������	�� ����	���	�������������
��"������������	�%��	��
 ���
������
 

 

 

 

 



�
�
�

���������	� � 
�����
�����
������
������������������
�

���������	� �������������������
���
����� !		� �
�����"�����#��	!$ � ��� �
��%��������&�
�

����������� ��������
�'��
���������(�����)�*��
�����+������������%,�
�� ���� ��
&������������ �
�

���������$� � 
�����
�����
������
������������������
�

���������	 �� 
�����&�����

��������

���%��$��� � � ��� ������&�
���������	-�� �������
���%� !!.�������&�
/����"��� �
�

���������	+�� 
�����
�����
������
������������������
�

���������	"�� /��%��������&�0�����

��%��"������������%,�
�� ���� ���1���
��%�
�

���������  �� 
�����
�����
������
������������������
�

��������� 2�� 
�����&�����

��������

���%��$��� � � ��� ������& �

 
  
 
 
 
 Through the initiative of our parish young adult Mi chelle Kehler  and with 
the assistance of Deepthy Jacob,  2 summer gatherin gs for young adults were 
held. 
 
 The first one was a barbecue party at Dinsdale Par k. Sports and informal 
conversations over barbecue transpired, as well as new friendships forged. 
 
 Another young adult gathering took place after a m onth at Thunderbird 
Bowl. “It was fun,”   one young adult commented, “I ’m looking forward for 
other young adult gatherings in the fall.”   
 
 Conversations over pizza concluded the evening as the young adults 
went back home in preparation for university and wo rking for the first time in 
their chosen careers.  
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'Efficient leaders are principle-centred, proactive, listens and communicates well, called to follow 
Jesus’ example, helps groups to work together, called to use their gifts, think win/win, plan to meet 
the needs of others and, know and live their mission in life.'   Deepthy Jacob 
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by Dan Potvin, Facilitator 
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      The Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry of     
Saint Augustine’s conducted a leadership training 
workshop for 16 young people from Grades 5-8   
as part of Saint Augustine’s Leadership Team.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth, young adults and pro-lifers  
joined forces in the parish annual  
Life Hike and Life Chain events  
October 3 & 4. 
 
This picture appeared in the Brandon 
Sun Sunday News. The caption reads: 
 

SIGN LINE 
“A few dozen Brandonites take part in 
the Brandon Area League for Life’s 
second annual Life Hike on Princess 
Avenue on Saturday. The march drew 
Attention to Bill C-384, which seeks 
To amend sections of the Criminal  
Code that deal with euthanasia and  
Assisted suicide. The walk ended with  
A barbecue and games at Saint 
Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church. 
 
After the hike, community building activities were organized by two youth, Nicole Thomson and Paige Kasprick.  
A volleyball tournament ensued with parents, youth and young adults participating. A piñata was the prize which was 
cracked halfway through the game. Anthony Jakubowski, 5, definitely enjoyed the moment as she received a whistle 
which she used to signal START to a volleyball player who is serving the ball. The game was won by the youth and 
young adult team against parents & adults team. 
        The Life Chain on Sunday, October 4, 2-3 pm at the corner
         of First Street and Victoria Avenue were participated in 
        by families, youth, and adults of about 50 people. It was 
        done simultaneously with other pro-life organizations 
        across Canada and the Untied States.  
 
        The Brandon Area League for Life is an organization that 
embraces life       embraces pro-life choices. That means no to euthanasia, 
same         same sex unions, contraception and abortion. Young adult 
pro-lifer       pro-life advocate, Chris Dubois comments: 
              “I guess there are 2 reasons why I am pro-life; firstly, 
I’m             I am a Catholic and consequently also pro-life. The
           Church  teaches that God is the author of all life, from 
           conception  until natural death, and wants us to respect
           and value His gift of life. There is simply no such thing 
                         Photo courtesy of Christopher Dubois, young adult     as a pro-choice Catholic.”                
                  

 “Secondly, the biological/scientific evidence seems overwhelmingly clear that, from the moment of conception    
   onward, we are looking at a new distinct human life. Abortion, euthanasia and embryonic stem cell research end                                            

that person’s life. I am pro-life because I want to stand up for the rights of those persons who are unable to do so   
   themselves.” 
 

 

 

 



 
 
   
               
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos Courtesy of Chris & Catherine Dubois 



 
 

 
 
 
 

               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Teen Music Ministry had their first meeting on October 22, for an 

evening of mapping out schedules, expectations and possible 

events for playing  before the Lord and the parish community.  One 

of the outstanding outcomes of the meeting is the u nanimous 

agreement to play praise & worship during   Adorati on with the 

Confirmation Candidates. Pretty cool, isn’t it? 

  
Teen band young adult trainor Angela Andrey and mus ic 
coordinator Heather  Karrouze with band manager Guy  Smith are 
shown in the picture along with  some of the teen b and members:  
(from r-l): Jonathan Smith – drums, Paige Kasprick – keys, Jenna 
Karrouze –bass & vocals.  
Not shown in the picture: Conan Mickey – guitar 
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By  

       

     by Father Dominic Yuen 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a Jewish legend about a poor blind man who was married, but who had no children.   
He had a very difficult life, but he never complained.  One day the prophet Elijah appeared to  
him and said that God was aware of the difficulties which he had and wanted to give him one 
 wish.   
The poor blind man frowned and said, “I am blind, poor and childless.  How will one wish  
Satisfy all of my problems?” 
The blind man then asked Elijah for 24 hours to ponder the matter. 
He went home and told his wife what Elijah had told him.  The wife smiled and said “eat well  
And sleep soundly, for I know what your wish will be.” 
The next day when the prophet Elijah appeared the blind, poor, childless man said, 
 “I wish that I may see my children eat from gold plates.”  The wish was granted and the man & his wife lived happily ever after. 
 
Today, in the Gospel there is another blind man whose wish was granted.  His name was Bartimeaus, and he too, was poor. 
During the time of Jesus, Jericho was a city of great wealth and remarkable beauty.  It boasted many date palm and fig tree 
plantations.Great numbers of merchants and Jewish priests made their homes in this pleasant city. Mosaic law required that 
every Jewish male, over the age of 12 and living within 15 miles of Jerusalem, attend the Passover. 
The lame and the blind were, of course, exempt from attending.  However, they would sit by the side of the road and beg as the 
pilgrims made their way to Jerusalem.  This is what Bartimeaus was doing as the Gospel unfolds. 
 
So, poor, blind Bartimeaus was sitting in the dust by the side of the road when Jesus passed by.  Despite the noisy crowd and 
the tumult, Jesus heard the particular voice of Bartimeaus crying “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” 
By addressing Jesus as the Son of David, Bartimeaus identified Jesus as the Messiah. So, Jesus called the blind man.  
Bartimeaus threw off his cloak which symbolized everything earthly which he had to protect him from the hot summer sun and 
the cold of winter.  He put his complete trust in Jesus. 
 
The Lord asked him “What do you want me to do for you?”  Bartimeaus replied “Master, I want to see again.”  By using the word 
“again” we know that Bartimeaus was not born blind.  It is one thing to be born blind, never having enjoyed sight, and quite 
another to, at one time, have been able to see, and then to loose one's vision. 
 
In response to Bartimeaus' request, Jesus healed his sight instantly. As a result of his healing, Bartimeaus happily followed 
Jesus as a committed disciple. 
 
There are four strategic elements to this account. 

1. The recognition of Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  Bartimeaus addressed Jesus as “Son of David” which means the 
“Anointed One” or the Saviour. 

2. The second element is the request.  The blind Bartimeaus said to the Lord “Have pity on me.  I want to see.”  We are 
always invited to ask God for what we need. 

3. The third element is the response to the direction of Jesus.  Bartimeaus jumped up, threw off the protection of his cloak 
and came to Christ. 

4. The last element is becoming a disciple of the Lord.  We heard how Bartimeaus happily followed Jesus on the way.  
Christ Jesus became his hero. 

 
Everything written in the Gospel has some significance for you and me.  This account does too.  Each of us suffers from spiritual 
blindness.  We each need the light of the Holy Spirit to heal us from:  anger, hatred, prejudice, jealously, sinful habits and so on.  
Under the influence of these, we become spiritually blind. 
 
On the other hand, clear spiritual vision allows us to see solid Christian values.  It allows us to see the presence of God in 
ourselves and in our neighbours.  Spiritual vision allows us to see the goodness in others, to be able to express appreciation 
and, above all, to thank God. Once again, Jesus is passing by.  During the Eucharist, He can heal our spiritual blindness, if we, 
like Bartimeaus, ask for mercy. 
 
I want to end with a little story which I recently read. 
 
A motorist with poor eye sight was driving through a dense fog.  He desperately tried to stay as close as he could to the tail lights 
of the car ahead of him. Suddenly the car in front of him came to an abrupt stop. Of course the man in the car behind hit the car 
in front. The driver with poor vision got out of his car and began yelling at the other driver. He demanded to know why he had 
stopped so abruptly. “I had to,” the man replied.  “I'm in my own garage.” 
 

 

 

 


