Sunday, December 21, 2008 - St. Augustine of Canterbury, Brandon, MB

Finding a True Dwelling Place

Everyone has been in an uproar over the last few years because of the collapse of the housing
market. When the “bubble” burst, many people ended up declaring bankruptcy and lost their
houses. This is a tragic scenario, because a house is not just sticks and mortar. Your house
is perhaps the most emotional and significant purchase you will make in your lifetime. But the
mad rush to buy bigger and fancier houses really showed us that, too often, our houses have
become the way we show off our identity to the world. King David also wanted to build God a
much grander house, but God refuses. God values David to establish not a physical house, but
a secure spiritual “house” for the Jews—which will eventually lead to the birth of Jesus. That
great, practical, and often humourous saint, Teresa of Avila, has another view of your home in
her spiritual classic, “The Interior Castle”. She describes the castle as the soul, and going
through the many rooms in the castle is a symbol for going through increasing levels of spiritual
growth. As you go deeper and deeper into your “interior castle,” through prayer and sacrifice,
you are becoming a person of more wisdom, spiritual maturity, and holiness. Teresa says “...in
the center and middle is the main dwelling place where the very secret exchanges between God
and the soul take place.”Here is where we can finally feel completely secure! When we are
talking, laughing, or crying out to God deep within our souls, it doesn’t matter what our physical
house looks like, inside or out. And God IS within us at every moment, burning with love to
communicate with us. St. Paul assures us that “God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” Go in peace to love and serve our God!
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MASSES FOR THIS WEEK

4thSunday of Advent

Tues. Dec.23  9:00am RIP Edee Szturm Frank & Family Catechism of the Catholic Church
9:00am  RIP Paul Cancade Maria Adamo 464-469: Jesus, true God and true human person
Wed. Dec.24  4:00 pm RIP Alex Suski Eileen & Family
6:00 pm  RIP Rene & Alice Houle Your Family Mon. (1 Samuel 1.24-28)
8:00 pm RIP James Gamble Michelle, Kyle & Kaitlin (Luke 1.46-56)
12:00am RIP Pat & Lee Golding Golding Family
Dec.25 10:30am  RIP Anthony Fillion Fillion Family Tues.  St. John of Kanty
Dec. 26 No Mass, No Exposition, No Benediction (Malachi 3.1-4; 4.5-6)
Dec. 27 10:00am No Mass (Luke 1.57-66)
7:30 pm  Hugh & Anita Morgan Ken, Karen, Steven Wed (Isaiah 62.1-5)
H o APaiCnme neatos (hcts 13:16-17, 22.25)
: o o (Matthew 1:1-25)
12:30 pm  All Parishioners Fr. Dominic & Fr. Joseph
Thurs. (Isaiah 62.11-12)
Souris Dec.24 8:00pm RIP Louise Murphy Sean & Barb Murphy & Family (Titus 3.4-7)
Dec. 28 11:00 am For All Parishioners Fr. Dominic & Fr. Joseph (Luke 2.15-20)
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Francsica Arishande, Ann Babiak, Marguerite  Fri. St. Stephen

Bicknell, Noreen Bicknell, Jeanne Boutilier, Jim Bradford, Alice Brown, Margaret
Buckmire, Irene Copet, Jules Declercq, Ann Delgaty, Juliette Desroches, Jared
Dryden, Justin Enns, Rosaline Fedorkie, Mervin Fleury, Nora Fleury, Mary Gaab,
Megan Gardham, Marcelle Granger-Gentes, Kay Gray, Brett Lawrence, Tess
McLaren, Kathleen MacDougall, Paul Malabar, Alisa Moran, Joan Napper, Tony
Petrucci, Hazel Philipott, Minnie Plaseski, Emily Potvin, Monica Seitz, Coralie Serle,
Gary Sproule, Jean Tarnowski, Doreen Thompson, Marion Vorspel, Rosa Weiss,
Debbie Williams and all our shut-ins.

CWL:

2009 CWL membership is now due. Fees are $20 and can be given to Rose Hercun

or Jacquie DeCorby.
CWL General Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 6th. Mass at 7:00 pm with

(Acts 6. 8-10; 7.54-59)
(Matthew 10.17-22)

Sat. St. John
(2 John 1.1-4)
(John 20.2-8)

Sun. Holy Family

(Genesis 15.1-6; 17.3-5, 15-16; 21.1-7)

(Hebrews 11.8, 11-12, 17-19)
(Luke 2.22-40)

Young Pianists/keyboard players: if you are
interested in learning to play the pipe organ please
phone the parish office 727-4728 and leave your name
and phone number. A class will be given in January
2009 by Michael Malazdrewicz.

meeting to follow.
CWL Executive Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 27th at 7:00 pm at the home
of Rose Hercun.



Sunday, December 21, 2008 (Continued)

THE WEEK AHEAD.............

Mon. 22 NO Charismatic Prayer Group
Tues. 23 Legion of Mary 5:30 pm
Wed. 24 Mass times 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 8:00 pm & 12 am
Thurs. 25 Mass 10:30 am

25 Office Closed
Fri. 26  Office Closed

26 No Mass, Exposition or Benediction

Sat. 27 No morning Mass

NEW TO OUR PARISH? CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND PLACE IT IN THE SUNDAY
COLLECTION BASKET

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE:

__ NEW PARISHIONER
MOVING OUT OF PARISH

PHONE:
REQUIRES ENVELOPE
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

FINANCES: RECEIPTS:
Collection for the Weekend for Sunday Dec.14, 2008
Offertory Collection (Brandon)$10826.00

School $ 5.00
Renovation Collection Dec.14, 2008 - $12,845.00

Stewardship Reflection of the Week

In the Gospel today the Virgin Mary responds to God'’s call through the
Angel Gabriel. After Jesus, Mary is the perfect example of the good
steward. She was called and gifted by God, and she responded
generously and completely. Let us pray that we too are open to the
same union with Christ. Lord, let us see how the opportunity for us to
ive our assent is offered to us daily.

Tabemacle: Several months ago | asked members of the liturgy
committee to assist me in determining the proper placement for the
tabernacle, given the fact that the music ministry will be moving to
the area where the baptismal font was (west side of the church).
Some of the committee members responded by advising me that
the Blessed Sacrament should be returned to the high altar where it
originally was located. | spoke to Archbishop James who gave me
permission to return the Blessed Sacrament to the high altar. Since
St. Augustine’s was built prior to Vatican Il, the building was
designed with the concept of having the Tabernacle in the high
altar. So now, we will be genuflecting toward the centre of the
sanctuary, which was something that many people were doing
anyway. Of course we all know that the sanctuary lamp indicated
where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in every Catholic Church.
Moving the Tabernacle to the high altar will also allow us to return
the statues of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Our Lady to their
original places, i.e. the Sacred Heart of Jesus to the east altar and
Our Lady to the west altar. The two statues “fit better” in these
respective places. Perhaps the altars were designed with the
height of these two statues in mind. When Jozef Reibesteijn and
Mark Vorspel were adjusting the tabernacle they found that the
tabernacle had been relined with satin by Sister Mary Rose RNDM
in 1949. Those of you who have Pat O’'Sullivan’s book By Steps,
Not Leaps will find a photo of Sr. Mary Rose on pages 187 and 188.
Under the lining, a small plate indicates that the taberncale was
given to the parish on Jan. 1, 1903 by Mr. And Mrs. Demeuldre-
Deberquel in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Jozef believes
that the tabernacle is much older than 1903. In any case, he has
repainted the tabernacle door and made the details: chalice, host,
cherubs and other designs stand out.

Christmas Greetings from Fr. Dominic

At Christmas we do not primarily celebrate that God became a
human being, but that God, a human Being, was born. His birth as
One like us, made it possible for people to relate to Him in a
personal way. Jesus was then able to be held, kissed, touched,
seen, and heard. He was also able to be rejected, wounded,
bruised, beat, pierced and crucified. There’s much to be realized in
the birth of the Saviour.

With our limited human intelligence we are not able to fully
comprehend the full significance of the birth event of Emmanuel
(God is with us) in the course of human history. We can’t possibly
understand what it means for the King of kings to assume our
mortal human nature. Yet this is the central Christian belief which
we profess; the Incarnation of God’s Divine Son.

We commemorate and celebrate something which took place in
human history some two thousand years ago, the birth of Jesus. It
is even more important that we celebrate His abiding presence in
our fallen world. It is a fact of history that Jesus the Christ, was
born, lived, preached the Gospel message of salvation and died on
a cruel cross in Jerusalem. But the story doesn’t end there because
we know the rest of the story--- on the third day, the Father raised
Jesus from the dead and raised Him up to everlasting glory. He still
lives through the Holy Spirit in each one of us who believe in Him
and follow His commandment of love. He also lives in our
tabernacles around the world.

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can still relate to Jesus in a
personal way. We can be like Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the
magi, Simeon and Anna. We can lavish our love on Jesus---person
to Person. However, we can also be like Herod by rejecting Jesus
and refusing to make any room for Him in our lives and hearts.
Christmas reminds us that Jesus remains available to us on a
person to Person basis.

As we gather to celebrate Christmas with family and friends, as we
make merry, exchange gifts and rejoice, we need to realize that the
first Christmas (that of Christ’s birth) was only the beginning. The
light that entered the world with the birth of Jesus, and which
guided the wise men to the Christ Child still shines today. Those of
us who would be children of the light have only to accept it by
believing in Christ and following His teachings.

To all those of good will a Blessed and Holy Christmas!

Father Dominic

Brandon Area League For Life Information Alert

The leading cause of death in the black community since 1973 is
abortion. It has taken over 13 million black lives (1/3 of the
population) in the last 30 years. Although African Americans
represent only 12% of the population of the United States, they
account for 35% of the abortions performed there.

http://www.humanlife.org/abortion.php

Vigil Lamp .

The light burns in memory of
Mike Panchuk (Dec. 22, 2008

Liturgy Meeting will be on the regular date, on Tuesday,
Jan. 13, 2009 beginning at 7 p.m.

©Religious Graphics, Ltd.



